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valuation that is wrong. Andrew Lang and Mark Twain
are equally determined to make Joan a beautiful and most
ladylike Victorian ; but both of them recognize and insist
on her capacity for leadership, though the Scots scholar is
less romantic about it than the Mississippi pilot. But thea
Lang was, by lifelong professional habit> a critic of bio-
graphies rather than a biographers whereas Mark Twain
writes his biography frankly in the form of a romance,

PROTESTANT MISUNDERSTANDINGS OF THE MIDDLE AGES

They had, however, one disability in common. To
understand Joan's history it is not enough to understand
her character: you must understand her environment as
well, Joan in a nineteenth-twentieth century environment
is as incongruous a figure as she would appear were she
to walk down Piccadilly today in her fifteenth century
armor. To see her in her proper perspective you must
understand Christendom and the Catholic Church, the
Holy Roman Empire and the Feudal System, as they existed
and were understood in the Middle Ages* If you confuse
the Middle Ages with the Dark Ages, and are in the habit
of ridiculing your aunt for wearing ** medieval clothes,5'
meaning those in vogue in the eighteen-nineties, and are
quite convinced that the world has progressed enormously,
both morally and* mechanically, since Joan's time, then you
will never understand why Joan was burnt, much less feel
that you might have voted for turning her yourself if you
had been a member of the court that tried her; and until
you feel that you know nothing essential about her.

That the Mississippi pilot should have broken down on
this misunderstanding is natural enough. Mark Twain,